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Code Enforcement Reminds Residents about Responsible Construction 
 

Remember these City Codes when beginning any construction or renovations this year. 
 
MORGANTOWN – The municipal Code Enforcement Department is already receiving 
inquiries about construction projects for the upcoming year.  To clarify guidelines 
surrounding contractors, plan submissions, and maintenance, it is sharing these 
reminders with residents, businesses, and anyone who plans to build within City limits. 
 

 Any contractor hired to do work within City Limits must have their 
West Virginia State Business License on file and obtain a City license 
with the municipal Finance Department.  Property owners could face fines 
if they have been found to have hired a contractor who is not licensed to work 
within the City.    
A Handimans’ License and a Contractors’ License are both applied for in the 
same manner: 

o Handiman: receives up to $2500 per job 
o Contractor: earns greater than $2500 per job 

Anyone who is hiring a contractor is encouraged to call the Finance Office at 
304-284-7417 and inquire about the contractor’s licensure. 
 

 All new construction or additions to existing buildings require that a 
full plan be submitted with the application for a building permit.  No 
“piecemeal” or incomplete plans will be accepted after February 28, 2014, even if 
work will be completed in phases.   
 

 Plans for new construction buildings with three or more units or any commercial 
building plans will need to submit 4 complete sets of the plans. Most renovations 
for commercial will require 2 complete sets of plans. New construction for 
residential 1 & 2 family will need to submit 3 complete sets of plans. 
 



  

                  

 

 When using a contractor, you may be asked to provide a copy of your contract to 
Finance.  Please be prepared with a copy in case your situation warrants this. 
 

 Any electrical work must be done by a Master Electrician, unless it is your own 
property; for example, landlords can work on their own owned rental residences 
and commercial properties, but a tenant must hire a master electrician for 
liability purposes.  All electrical work requires a permit, regardless of ownership. 
 

 Home inspectors are not affiliated with Code Enforcement.  Please call if you 
have any questions pertaining to home inspections, inspectors, or code 
enforcement officers. 

 
Code Enforcement has also added the following Helper Pages to its website to help 
prepare applicants for what they will need to bring with them to City Hall: 

 New Construction 

 Deck, Porch, Ramp 
 Grading 
 Interior 
 Pools 

 Retaining Walls 

 Roof 
 Shed 
 Signs 

 
 
“The snow hasn’t stopped but we already have residents thinking about construction in 
the spring,” said Mike Stone, Certified Building Official.  “We want anyone with any 
questions pertaining to these reminders to call us so we have a smooth transition into 
construction season.” 
 
The Code Enforcement Office is open 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.  If you 
have any questions about verifying the license of a contractor, or questions regarding 
construction & permit requirements, please call Code Enforcement at 304-284-7401. 
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http://www.morgantownwv.gov/government/city-government/development-services-department/code-enforcement/permits/

